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criminal justice cases to demonstrate the complexity of  
these issues.

On April 29, 2014, the state of Oklahoma attempted 
to execute convicted murderer Clayton Lockett by 
lethal injection. Typically, inmates are unconscious 
from the injection in about 30 seconds or so and pro-
nounced dead within a few minutes. In Lockett’s case, 
he was still awake 16 minutes after receiving the injec-
tion. Laying on the gurney, he was flailing around 
violently. Lockett tried to sit up and said one word: 
“Man.” The warden ordered the curtains to the viewing 
rooms closed. The injection had not killed him, and the 
prison doctor indicated that no lethal drugs remained. 
Corrections department director Robert Patton was 
preparing to halt the execution when Lockett died of 
a massive heart attack. Figure 1.4 provides a timeline 
of the execution. Critics of the death penalty vocally 
demonstrated their disdain for the sanction. The par-
ents of the woman who Lockett murdered released this 
statement shortly after the botched execution:

God blessed us with our precious daughter, 
Stephanie for 19 years. Stephanie loved chil-
dren. She worked in Vacation Bible School and 
always helped with our Church nativity scenes. 
She was the joy of our life. We are thankful this 
day has finally arrived and justice will finally be 
served.—Susie and Steve Neiman, 4-29-1431

In another case, a university student reported that 
while she was on spring break in Florida, she was sex-
ually assaulted by three fellow students. The attackers 
reportedly shared video depicting the incident around 
their campus. The victim reported the incident to cam-
pus authorities. After an investigation and a hearing, the 
three men were found responsible for sexual assault and 
harassment. As a penalty, they were not allowed to walk 
at commencement and they were to be expelled after 
their graduation. The victim dropped out of the uni-
versity. She told a reporter, “This is my family’s worst 
nightmare. They aren’t here to protect me. And they’re 
really upset that something happened. It really took a 
toll on us and has been hard on all of us.”32

In a third case, Weldon Angelos was convicted in 
2004 of selling small amounts of marijuana to under-
cover law enforcement officers on multiple occasions. 
Because he had a gun concealed under his clothes, he 
was sentenced to 55 years in prison. This was the equiv-
alent of a life sentence for Angelos. The long sentence 

Timeline of Clayton  
Lockett’s Execution

FIGURE 1.4

5:19 pm
Lockett taken to the execution chamber.

5:22
Lockett restrained on execution table.

5:27
Phlebotomist enters chamber to identify best place 
for the IV.  

6:18
IV is placed in Lockett’s groin area, determined to 
be the only viable insertion point.

6:20
Phleblotomist leaves the execution chamber.

6:23
Execution chamber shades opened. Lockett 
declines opportunity to make a final  
statement.

6:23
Lethal injection begins to be administered 
through the IV.

6:30
Doctor reports that Lockett is still awake.

6:33
Doctor reports that Lockett is unconcious, and 
additional combination of drugs is administered 
through the IV.

6:38
Lockett tries to sit up and starts writhing 
on the gurney. He mumbles. The only word 
individuals hear is, “Man.” Reporters later said 
that Lockett appeared to be experiencing pain.

6:42
Shades to execution chamber closed.

6:44 to 6:56
Doctor examines Lockett. Announces that he still 
has heartbeat.

6:56
Director of Corrections calls off the execution.

7:06
Lockett declared dead from massive heart attack.


